This document is now being updated for the third time, and to those of you who already have it – the new bits are in italics.  For newcomers, I hope you find this useful and any feedback would be much appreciated.

NEW TO SHOWING?

A FEW BASIC DO’S AND DON’TS

FOR NEW EXHIBITORS

It is always a nerve wracking experience - the first few times in the ring - but there are things you can do to make it less so.

AT HOME...

Practice at home, once a day in the beginning, but only for 5 minutes. If you are going to "bait" him then get him used to expecting treats to appear from, say, your right pocket or your bum bag. This will help hold his attention in the ring - so when you say "do you want a biscuit" he stops what he is doing and looks at you intently to see if you are indeed going to give him a treat.

Pick your treats carefully, something soft you can break into small pieces or he can nibble on - say Schmackos (Pedigree Chum) - moving on to maybe cocktail sausages from Tesco - boxes of 40 sit happily in the freezer til the night before a show, and then eventually liver cake if and when they get fed up with the other two.  Don't start with liver cake - usually too exciting for a new dog.  Avoid cheese - it gets horribly greasy when warm - not a good look. Avoid stuff he has to stand and chew.  It needs to be non-greasy and quick to swallow.

Practice moving him in a triangle - off lead - feed him a treat as you get to each corner - give him time to swallow it - go to the next corner - feed again - do the same for an up and down.  Don't do it in the ring - he will then be keen to get to the next corner for his treat.  Don't feed him on the move when showing - wait until you are back in your place.  He will learn to move freely if you do this.

There are two ways to exhibit a dog.  One is to “free show”, letting the dog place his feet correctly under him and hopefully standing watching you, head up and wagging his tail.  The other is to “stack”.  You teach the dog to allow you to place his feet, and then normally kneeling down, you place a hand under his muzzle or “bait” him with treats and hold out his tail with the other hand.   Dogs small enough to be shown on a table are normally stacked.  Dogs like Golden Retrievers can be shown either free standing or stacked.  Labradors and Flat Coats are normally free shown.  See what others do in your breed and decide what’s right for you.

If you are going to stack him, and I recommend that you try not to, then he needs to get used to this too. If you can, set up a mirror so you can see what you are doing, or stand in front of some patio doors where you can see your reflection.  The natural thing when stacking is to hold out your arms at the same level – what you need to learn to do is actually have the hand that is holding the head higher than the hand that is holding the tail.   You must learn to do this otherwise you create a very strange effect with the tail held too high.   The other problem with stacking is that, if you get it wrong, you may be holding him in a position where he is not looking at his best and that may go against you.  If they are freestanding and moving a bit the picture changes.

What I do with mine is place their feet and then stand in front and bait them just enough to keep them standing still.  It occupies their mind and helps stop them mucking about.  Hopefully they will wag.  Don't let other people give them titbits - these should only come from you - and don't feed other people’s dogs either.

Resist the temptation to enter every class.  Put him in the lowest class possible for his age/classification in the beginning and leave it at that.   He will lose the will to live if you drag him through every class.  If you want to, enter him in one Any Variety class, especially if it is under a different judge, and then take him home.  He is there to enjoy himself, not be bored to tears.

Order a catalogue and at the show fill in the numbers of the placed dogs.  It will help you get to know the names of the other exhibitors and their dogs.  You will learn who wins consistently and you can try to work out why that is.  Once at the show remember to check your entry in the catalogue.  Have they got your name and the name of the dog correct?  Are you entered in the right class?  If there are any problems sort them out with the show secretary before you go into your class. If you are entered in an incorrect class she will give you a slip of paper to hand to the ring steward at the start of judging.  It may be that you will be transferred to the next eligible class.

Fosse Data and Higham Press are two main processors of championship and open show entries, although there are others as well (covered more fully below).  For General championship shows which you enter on-line you will be able to access your “passes” and “vouchers” several days before the show on your show account.  You will normally receive an email telling you passes are now available.   Remember to download and print these and make sure you take them with you.  Should you forget, when you get to the show you will need to leave your dogs in the car, go and find the Show Secretary, make profuse apologies and ask them to do it for you.  Without entry and exit passes you will not be able to get your dog(s) in or out of the show or collect the catalogue you have paid for.  Your passes will show you which dog you have entered in what classes, and your “bench number”.  This number will also be shown against your name in the catalogue.  

ON THE DAY

Arrive in good time, go to the loo, find the ring, exercise your dog and clear up after him, and walk him around to settle him down if necessary.  (Put poo bags in a bin, don’t leave them under your car and drive off at the end of the day.  If you do some poor committee member is going to have to clear up after you and that’s not fair).   Most people turn up 30 minutes at least before judging starts, sometimes an hour is better.  Make sure you have a towel to rub him down if he gets mucky and a blanket for him to sit on - and a chair for you.  Have a bowl and fresh water for him.

Buy a decent show lead for your dog.  I use one from Hessonite - Julie Thomas - she's got a website.  I use one with a cord lead and a leather handle.  They have a swivel in the middle which stops the lead twisting up.  Keep it for show days only.  Again, check what is normal for your breed.  Whoever you buy your lead from make sure it is long enough – tell them what breed you have and let them advise you.   As to the colour remember that something bright may look very pretty but can detract from his lines where a neutral colour will blend in.
Wear something comfortable, presentable and with pockets.  Or wear a bum bag where you can put your titbits and a comb.  I would never turn up in jeans and trainers. Smart trousers and a warm top and at a championship show maybe a smart jacket and always clean sensible smart shoes. There is no need to look as though you are just returning from a dog walk.   At open shows a body warmer or, if outside, a suitable coat.   Don’t wear clothes that flap - “clean flowing lines” should refer to you as well as the dog.  If you wear a jacket, do it up, don’t let it flap in his face as you run.    Nothing too garish, but you don't entirely want to blend in either - hopefully the judge will remember that "the lady in the red jumper" had a nice dog.  This can, of course, work against you and they may remember "the lady in the red jumper" had an awful dog.
IN THE RING
First of all - pay attention.... don't stand around chatting to people, especially when you are in the ring.  Concentrate on your dog and what is going on around you.   You can do your socialising when you have finished.

Make sure you have a ring clip and you know what your number is - it will be in the catalogue.  (Normally you would expect to be able to buy ring clips from the trade stands at shows or if your breed club produces them you can buy from them).  At open shows you usually collect your number from the steward in the ring. At a championship show your number is normally on your bench.  At breed club championship shows that are not benched you may get your number in the ring or they may be with the ladies who are handing out catalogues.  So check before there’s a panic.  Once in the ring go towards the back of the class if you can, so that you have time to take in what is going on around you.

Standard ring procedure is that once everyone is in the ring exhibitors are expected to present their dogs in show position and the judge will walk down the line looking at each dog.  Do not assume once she has passed by that you can relax, she may come back again looking this time at hocks – keep your dog “showing” until the judge is back at the table.  She then may ask all the exhibitors to run their dogs round the ring once, or maybe twice.  If the class is a big one the judge may split the class and you will move in two halves.  Try to time

 your run so that your dog is moving smoothly as you go through the judge’s sightline.  Do not to hold up the rest of the class – if you drop something leave it, go back for it afterwards.  Don’t run too close to the dog in front, it’s bad sportsmanship to unsettle the competition – and when standing your dog in the line don’t crowd the dog in front or the dog behind.

Watch what the judge is asking for from other exhibitors.  Note where the others are standing their dogs - in front of the table? along the side of the ring?  See how the judge goes over each dog.  

Then watch to see where they move.  A triangle and an "up and down", a circle and an "up and down", or an "up and down" and a circle?  Every judge is different and you cannot take it for granted.

Pay attention to your own dog only, not those in front and behind you.  Don't stand there chatting, making a fuss of some else’s dog to then find suddenly it's your turn and now you're in a panic.

When it is your turn walk calmly to the table and "set" him up. Don't stand too close to the table, the judge may want to walk behind you.  If you have practiced enough your dog will know what to expect.  Let the judge look at him and resist the temptation to feed him just as the judge wants to look in his mouth - there is nothing more annoying than waiting for a dog to finish eating.  Once the judge has looked in his mouth then do anything you can to keep his attention (the dog's) on you.  Make sure his lead is sitting just behind his shoulders and hanging loosely down under his chest. Do not let go of it.  The judge may move the lead as she goes over the dog, once her hands have passed you can place it back where it was.

As you prepare to move gather the lead up into your hand, so it is neatly tucked away, don't run with great loops of lead waving about - it's off-putting for the dog, you and the judge - keep it cleanly tucked away.

Try to maintain some contact with your dog without "stringing him up".  He should be able to trot along on a lead that is loose, but I like to maintain slight pressure so he is in no doubt as to where he is going.  If there is no tension at all he may be confused as to where it is exactly he is headed and if you then jerk him he will lose his stride and it will take him 3 paces to regain it.

Because you have been watching you will now know what to expect when asked to move.  You will have worked out which corners you are running to and what pattern is expected without having to ask or be told.  Stand in front of the judge before you start your pattern, don't just go flying off when the judge is 10 feet away. Go to his feet and move from there.  When you get back to the judge stand your dog again (although some judges don't take a last look) but you will also know this because you have seen what he has already done.  Remember the judge is looking for front and rear action as well as a side view – go in straight lines at a steady pace.  If the dog is really unsettled at the start of his run you may go back and start again, but the judge is not going to allow you to keep trying so get it right first time if you can.  

Once this bit is over go back to the end of the line - but don't reward your dog until you get there otherwise he will start bouncing for a treat when you get back to the judge and that's not a good thing to end on. This is your "two minutes of fame" so make the most of it.  Once you are back in your place you can give him a pat and a treat.  Stay focused on your dog.

If there are “seen” dogs in your class, i.e. dogs that have been shown in a previous class, they may be in the ring with you.  You need to stand in front of them unless told otherwise.  The judge may ask the seen dogs to move again at the end of the class.

When the last dog is being seen get ready to set your dog up again for the judge to take another look.  Be prepared to be asked to move again.  If you are lucky enough to get placed move out to the centre of the ring and stand in your position – normally the steward will make sure you are in the right place.  Make sure your dog is still "showing" - people have lost their placings if the judge suddenly sees something he doesn't like.  Nothing is set in stone until you have the card in your hand.  Don't let him sit down, scratch his ear, sniff the dog in front etc. until the winning exhibitor numbers have been called out by the steward and you have your card.  

WAIT until all the cards have been handed out - don't go rushing out as soon as you have yours.  It is polite to wait until all the placings have been announced and the cards and rosettes given out.  Then leave the ring with some sense of decorum - not whooping and waving because you got placed!  

If you get a 1st at an open show, or a 1st or 2nd at a championship or breed club show you are expected to remain in the ring, set the dog up again for the judge to write their critique.  Keep on "showing" the dog until this is done - they may also want to take a photo. 


AFTERWARDS

If you are lucky enough to get a 1st or 2nd stick around.  At the end of the breed classes you will be needed in the ring if you get a 1st, (and have not been beaten in a later class) and you may be needed if you get a 2nd so don’t wander off.   Do your shopping later.   If you have entered more than one dog and are lucky enough to win with both of them now is the time to find yourself another handler to take one of them into the challenge for you.  Make sure that “someone” is someone you trust with your beloved dog, is not a judge you have entered under or want to enter under within the next 12 months, and is also happy to wait with you and get to know your dog.  Give them some ring bait, your ring number and if necessary your spare lead.
The unbeaten dog rule applies for most classes at most shows.  In order to challenge for Best of Sex, Best of Breed, Best in Group, Best in Show – your dog must not be beaten by any other dog.  Once you have entered a Breed class you may not withdraw from another Breed class in order to remain unbeaten, so if you enter Puppy, Junior and Novice you must show in all these classes even if it means you will get beaten and be unable to challenge further.  However, if you have entered AV classes you may withdraw from these in order to remain unbeaten for the Breed class.  If these classes start before your Breed classes have finished try to tell the AV ring steward that you are withdrawing, so he knows not to keep calling for you.  (This is particularly relevant at Championship shows where breed judging may take several hours)  If, for any reason you decide to withdraw from breed classes then technically you are not allowed to compete further – even if you have entered Any Variety classes under a different judge.  So if you do withdraw you rule yourself out of any further competition at that show.
All the unbeaten dogs will be called back in to challenge for either Best of Sex or Best of Breed.  This takes the same format as the breed class except the judge may only ask you to move your dog, not “go over it” again.  Best of Breed will then be declared.  There may be a Reserve Best of Breed or a Best Opposite Sex, and if you were awarded a 2nd (and are unbeaten except by the Best of Breed winner) then you may be needed at this point.  All unbeaten dogs of the opposite sex to the Best Of Breed winner may be called into the challenge for this award.  This will include any 1st prize winners and may include, for instance, a 2nd if they have only been beaten by the same sex as the Best of Breed winner.  3rd and 4th prize winners are also eligible if they have only been beaten by the same sex as the Best of Breed winner, but not 5ths.   (If there are separate classes for dogs and bitches with separate judges there will be a challenge for best of each sex, reserve best of sex and best puppy of sex).  The winners of these will then challenge each other for Best of Breed etc.  At certain shows there may also be a challenge between say, best Junior Dog or Bitch, so if you win Junior Dog, but are beaten in another class, don’t go home!  Check the schedule when you arrive to see what trophies are on offer at this particular show and whether by dint of winning you are able to challenge for one or more.   This all sounds complicated, but in time you will get to grips with it.

If there are trophies on offer you will normally be given a card in the ring when you win your class.  Take this to the Cup Steward who will sort out your trophy.  Normally you would have to already be a member of the show society and you may be asked to pay a nominal fee of a pound or two towards insurance.  You will be expected to return this trophy clean and shiny in time for the next show and the next lucky recipient so remember that when you take it.   If you have any doubt about returning the following year then apologise for not taking it and leave the trophy where it is.  There is nothing worse than winning a trophy only to find that it has not been returned so don’t be guilty of that.

Do not brag about your placing when you are out of the ring - others will not have been so lucky.  Also in the ring, always try to look pleased at being in the cards, not miffed because you are 3rd not 2nd.... applaud those in front of you and smile sweetly when you get your card - no matter where you are in the line-up - people are watching.  There are more judges out of the ring than in it.....if you are going to have a moan wait until you are back in your car and get over it before you get home - nothing worse than a moaning wife coming home from a disappointing dog show. Get the next schedule out, work out where you are going and how you are going to make it better.

Try not to criticise - especially in the hearing of others - you don't know who is listening.  Try to say something nice about every dog if you must say something at all.  Try not to get embroiled in other people's moaning about a dog, a judge, a show, an exhibitor.  Don't say anything about a dog that you wouldn't say to the owner's face.  That way you stay out of trouble.  Every dog is someone's pride and joy.

It is better not to accost judges at the end of the day to ask them what they thought about you/your dog/other dogs.  You know their opinion - they gave it in the ring in their placings... if you really want to know ask your breeder or best friend.

Most importantly - enjoy it.  This is yours and his day out - make the most of it.  Don't go rushing off home once your class is done.  Stay and watch the rest of the breed judging at least.  See how others do it, for better or worse.  You can learn a lot by watching from the ringside.  

UNWRITTEN RULES

There are some unwritten rules that are worth knowing about…  normally you pick these up as you go along so this will give you a head start!

1. Don’t take an in season bitch to an open show.  There is nothing in the Rules that says you cannot, but you will be extremely unpopular if you do.  For championship shows it’s slightly different because dogs and bitches (in our breed) have separate rings, or bitches follow the dog judging.  However, keep her out of the way, in a cage if possible, until you show her and then get her back to your car as soon as you can.  Don’t flaunt her round the dog ring or you may get a mating you didn’t plan for. I certainly would not even consider taking her on her mating days – no matter how good you think your chances might be.

2. Once a judge has given you a Best of Breed do not take that dog under them again unless at a higher ranking show.  So, if you took a BOB at an open show you may go back under them at a championship show or breed club show, but not at open show level again.

3. Don’t leave home with a limping dog in the hope that by some miracle it will be sound when you get there – it won’t be and everyone will notice.

4. If your dog has anything remotely contagious – stay home – it’s only a dog show and you will be in breach of the declaration you sign when entering if you rock up with a sick or coughing dog.  

5. Don’t brag that the judge is a good friend of yours – if this really is the case then offer to steward for them. That way you will stay friends.

6. If you are lucky enough to win Best of Breed then have the courtesy to stay and compete in the group. It’s an honour to represent the breed, not a chore.  Only if a true emergency arises should you leave and even then you should make your apologies to the show secretary and to your judge.   

7. If you do well in the group then let your judge know. They will be pleased to hear that their choice was appreciated by the group judge and they may mention your further placing in their critique.

8. The order in which people stand in the ring is usually governed by either:

a. The order in which they enter the ring

b. The order in which they are given their numbers by the steward

9. Don’t barge in.  If you want to be first in the line, make sure you enter the ring first or get given your number first.  This is not a free-for-all although it may seem like it.   Proceed with dignity.  

10. If you find you are being boxed in either politely ask the person in front/behind to move forward/back a bit or simply go to the end of the line. No pushing or shoving.  If you have a real problem talk to the steward discreetly and ask them to sort it out.

11. When the class is asked to move, be ready and keep your distance from the dog in front.  Do not overtake it.  If it stops then wait.  The owner may indicate for you to go on, but if not, wait for them to get moving again.  Remain in that order if at all possible.

12. On very hot days some of the class may be invited to leave the ring and head for the shade.  Make sure you know who was behind and in front of you – go back to the same place.

13. Do not get sucked into handling other people’s dogs, for whatever reason, whilst you are still learning to handle your own.  You will have already discovered it is not as easy as it looks, even with your own dog – quadruple that when it comes to taking a dog you don’t know, and who doesn’t know you, into the ring.  Not only will it not be “easy” despite its owners promise that it will be, it will probably make a fool of you by behaving like a lunatic because it has been separated from its owner.  So politely refuse, saying you are a novice handler and that, really, they should find someone with much more experience.  Being flattered at being asked and then made to look like a raw beginner is not going to improve your confidence one little bit – so say “no”…..

I have been asked to explain the mysteries that are dog shows, show schedule and entry forms. 

HOW TO FIND OUT WHAT SHOWS ARE AROUND

Buy one or both of two main newspapers – Dog World and Our Dogs. Order it from your newsagent or pay for it online and have it delivered every Thursday.   In the back pages of those you will find, week by week, advertisements of forthcoming shows.  You will also learn a lot if you read the articles within, read letters from other readers and follow the breed notes written by experts.    You could also subscribe to the Kennel Club Gazette (available from the Kennel Club only) which lists each quarter all licensed events which will include all dog shows.

With the wonder that is the internet you will find many shows listed on either Fosse data at http://www.fossedata.co.uk/   Higham Press at https://www.dog.biz/  and also on http://www.dogshowcentral.co.uk/ together with http://www.tdp-printers.co.uk/Shows.html   http://www.pitalpin.co.uk/ http://printmatters.info/printmatters3/dogshow/index.html http://www.cidweb.co.uk/entrygate.htm http://www.pfprinting.co.uk/ http://www.ejcprint.co.uk/ www.arenaprint.co.uk as well as a comprehensive list on the Kennel Club website,  http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/  and for those who don’t have, like or understand the internet Starprint Dog Show on 01202 950770 can supply an annual diary with just about every show logged. Also if you know the name of the Society you may also find that they have a website from which you can download schedules and entry forms.   Once you start attending shows you will find that there are plenty of show schedules to be gathered in, either on the Dog Press stands or where you collect your catalogue.  

WHAT TYPE OF SHOW

Basically there are three main types of shows, 

Companion Shows

Enter on the day

Limited Shows


Usually enter a month to six weeks in advance

Open Shows


Usually enter a month to six weeks in advance

Championship Shows

Usually enter a couple of months in advance

Companion shows normally have four “pedigree” classes and any number of “fun” classes.   Wins at this type of show do not need to be counted when entering classes at Open or Championship shows.

Limited shows usually have some sort of “limit”.  Normally this will be open only to members of that Society.  You will find an explanation of the “limit” in the show schedule.  Wins at these shows do not count towards Junior Warrants, Show Certificate of Merits or qualify you for Crufts, as with Companion shows.

At Open show level there is a second slightly more prestigious type called a “Premier show”.  At this type of show Best of Breed (BOB) can qualify for the following scheduled Crufts – check the schedule of the premier show to see which breeds qualify.  At an ordinary Open show only Best in Show (BIS), Reserve Best in Show (RBIS) and Best Puppy in Show (BPIS) qualify for the following Crufts.  You need to keep a record of what show you attend, the name of the judge and the placings you gained.  As you proceed through your showing experience you will find this information not only invaluable, but in some cases vital!  It’s also worth making a note of the number of dogs who were entered in your class and the number that were absent.  I will explain why shortly. 

Some Open shows are judged “on the Group system” and some are not.  For those that are each Best of Breed and Best AVNSC winner come together to compete for Group placings 1 to 4.  Groups are usually judged as soon as possible after the relevant breed judging for that Group has finished.   The Group winner of each Group will then go forward to complete for Best in Show – 7 challengers in all.  Most Open shows also offer Puppy Group awards and this works on the same system as the adults, but for puppies which have remained unbeaten.  Puppies are judged after their adult Groups.    For Open Shows “not judged on the Group system” all Best of Breed winners, AVNSC winners and maybe also Veteran and Champion class winners compete for Best in Show and Reserve Best in Show.  This final competition takes place at the end of all other judging, and so it can be quite a long wait!  Best Puppy in Show is always judged after Best In Show.

Championship shows are the most expensive show to enter, but with different goals.  Open to all, (with the exception of legally docked breeds.)  but if the Society charges an entrance fees to the public (i.e. as with Crufts) then even legally docked dogs may not compete.  Within the breeds scheduled, those for which Challenge Certificates (CCs)  are on offer, 1st, 2nd or 3rd in Minor Puppy, Puppy, Junior and Yearling – and Post Graduate, Limit, Open and Veteran will entitle those dogs to enter for the following Crufts.   (The first four classes and the last one are age related – the other three are based on a dogs wins at championship show level) (explained below).  Depending on the Band grouping of your particular breed, wins or placings in Limit and Open also award a dog a Stud Book Number (SBN).  This award qualifies your dogs for Crufts for life.
Within the heading of Open or Championship shows there are also three further categories – Group, Sub group and Breed.  A Group is “Gundog”, “Terrier”, “Hound”, “Utility”, “Working”, “Pastoral” and “Toy”.  A sub-group would be something like United Retriever Club (so open to only Retrievers), and a Breed show would be Golden Retriever Club show.   These types of shows are restricted to certain breeds or breed.

General Championship shows are judged on the Group system, but may not offer a Best Puppy in Group competition.  Check the schedule.

Fear not, eventually you will get to grips with this, stick with it, concentrate and it will slowly become clear.

VENUES

Venues can vary enormously depending on the wealth of the society holding the show and the number of exhibitors and cars expected.

Championship shows are normally held in the biggest venues, agricultural show grounds or large fields with huge marquees put up for the occasion.  Summer shows can be either a delight or a nightmare depending on the weather, and although they do try to provide “wet weather accommodation” for all the rings these areas can either be totally sufficient to hold everyone and every dog – or not.  Expect a reasonable walk in and possibly to have to pay for your parking.  Give yourself sufficient time to get caught up in a queue into the car park which may hold you up for 10 or 15 minutes or sometimes even longer.   Dress wise smart casual is the order of the day, do not go in your favourite but rather dirty trainers – dress up or you will regret it.   Neat jacket or blouse and slacks, and for the men, casual shirt and smart trousers – not a football tee hanging over the top of jeans.   Dress for the Best In Show ring and imagine how you would feel if you ended up there looking anything other than smart.   Heating can vary in the winter so go expecting to be cold.  Tented show grounds will have portable loos, the permanent show grounds will normally have plenty of loos.

Open shows can also be held at some of the bigger venues, using less halls than a Championship show would, but more likely are to be found at Leisure Centres, school or local playing fields, local Livestock Centres.  In the summer some may put up a small amount of tenting so that there is some wet weather accommodation, and some won’t.  The bigger Gundog breeds and giant breeds are often relegated to rings in the car park.   Check the schedule to see what rings are to be used and whether your breed is likely to be judged outside.  If that is the case then obviously go prepared – to be too hot in the summer and too cold in the winter.  Just because it is minus 2 doesn’t mean that they will bring you indoors!  Wrap up warm, take gloves, hats, scarves, hand warmers!  You may find yourself outside for some time.   For the summer invest in a big fishing brolly or small gazebo so that you can provide shade for yourself and your dog.   Once again smart casual will cover it, with sensible shoes to cope with mud if there is any.  There will be loos, but also almost certainly queues!

Companion shows – the mere fact that these are often run to raise funds for a charity means they will spend the minimum amount of money on facilities – so go prepared to be outside in a field whatever the weather.  Dress accordingly.  One or two port-a-loos if you are lucky!

WHEN TO ENTER

On the front of the schedule you will find anything up to three different dates – each one in its own way is important and not to be ignored.

The first usually will be the actual date of the show.  Make a note on your calendar – shows are surprisingly easy to miss in the busy lives we lead.

The next one is probably the date “postal entries close”.  That’s the last posting date you need to send your entry off on – and if you are wise get “proof of posting” which means a trip to the Post Office – if, for any reason your entry goes missing this is the only way you can proved you entered and sent your entry off by Royal Mail by the due date.

Alongside that date may be a second one which says “on-line entries close on…” pretty self-explanatory.  On-line entries can close anything up to a week or two after the postal date – mainly because the company collating the entries is the one taking the on-line entry and so it is easy for them to allow a bit more time.   On occasions this date may be extended – the only certain exception to this is Crufts which NEVER extends the entry date and will return any late entry without fail – so do not miss their deadline.  You may pay a slightly higher fee to enter on-line.

As you read through the “Definitions of Classes” inside the schedule there is a fourth magical and somewhat puzzling date, something called “the qualifying date”.  This date is usually 7 days before postal entries close.  When calculating which classes you are eligible to enter, any wins AFTER the qualifying date do not count for this show, but any wins BEFORE postal entries close must be counted.  My word of warning is, as you progress through to Junior, Maiden, Novice etc. do not be tempted to enter shows too far in advance if you have upcoming shows.  You may find yourself with too many wins to go into certain classes, like Maiden and Novice, and when you tell the show secretary on your arrival at the show you will find your dog is moved to the Open class.  

 So these are the four dates you need to understand and abide by.

WHAT CLASSES TO ENTER

Once you have your show schedule the next headache is what classes do you enter.  First and foremost you need to accurately know the age of your dog.  Assuming that like many, you have a new and promising puppy, you will be entering the Puppy class for your breed.  Once you have acquired the show schedule the next step is to find your breed classes and pick the one you want to enter your puppy in.  It may be that there is, as well as the “breed class” an Any Variety (AV) class, say AV Gundog Puppy (for any Gundog breed puppy) which you may care to enter, especially if it is a different judge, and often, under the Best in Show (BIS) judge, there may be a AV Minor Puppy or Puppy class (for any variety of puppy).   These classes may also be broken down in to classes for dogs and bitches   Each class has a number – make a note of those that you decide to enter. 
If you are making a “paper entry” then in the centre of the schedule is a pull out entry form – pull it out and lay it in front of you.   It is self-explanatory – but to help you out I set out be below a step by step guide as to what is required. 

If you are making an “on-line” entry, you will first have had to fill out all the relevant details of your dog on the appropriate website, maybe Fosse Data or Dog Biz,  and the classes you MAY be eligible for will be listed – but these classes will be age related only.  The on-line services do not keep a record of your wins – it is up to you to do this.  

If you find you have entered the wrong classes you will have to inform the secretary and withdraw AT THE SHOW (or move to the Open class) – unless you are prepared to pay a forfeit to the on-line company.    You will not be allowed to alter your entry once the entry closing date has passed.  

Within the schedule, as mentioned above, is a section called “Definitions of Classes” and although to the untrained eye this looks like complete gobble-de-gook, in the end it will make sense.  As mentioned before, Minor Puppy, Puppy, Junior, Yearling and Veteran are all age related.  Maiden through to Limit depend on wins at either Open Shows and Championship shows.  If you are in doubt read the explanation over several times until it becomes clear – or ask one of your fellow exhibitors or your breeder to help you through the maze in the early days – most are more than happy to help so don’t be afraid to ask.  Alternatively give the show secretary a ring at a civilized time and ask for advice.

As I said earlier, resist the temptation to enter every single class, especially the breed classes.  There are reasons for the different categories and it has much to do with maturity.  It is unlikely that a baby puppy is going to beat a mature adult and that is why we enter them in Puppy.  You might be lucky and get a win or a place in Junior, but after that, unless you have a real high flyer on your hands you are going to “go down the line” at best and at worst not be placed at all. 

You will also find “handling classes” where the handler is judged not the dog.  Seems simple enough but take my word for it, you will be seriously out of your depth if you attempt these classes in the early days.  “Handling” is a precise art form and a serious force to be reckoned with.  Before you dip your toe in this particular pond, just sit and watch a few handling classes!  Be glad of the warning…..Once you have mastered the art of handling your dog in the breed classes you may be tempted, and there are several books you can buy and read to help you on your way.  As a raw beginner stay away from these classes until you know more. 

So the advice is, especially in the early days, stick to one class until you see how things pan out. Remember that the point of going to a show is to get the opinion of the judge about your dog.  Asking the same question over and over (by entering multiple classes under the same judge) gains you very little and over-showing a baby puppy is not really going to help him enjoy his shows, he will simply get bored and maybe play you up.

HOW TO ENTER

Every schedule has an entry form with headings as below.  

Registered Name Of Dog          Breed     Sex     Full DOB     Breeder     Sire        Dam         To be entered                                    

(ATC Number if Applicable)

                                                                                         in Classes

The information they are looking for is:

Registered Name of Dog
This is the pedigree name of your dog which you will find on his Kennel Club Registration document.  Copy it faithfully. Any mistakes may cost you your placings.

(ATC Number if applicable)
An ATC (Authority To Compete) number only applies to foreign dogs.  If your dog is registered with the UK Kennel Club ignore this bit, just put the dogs full name.  If your dog is registered with a foreign Kennel Club then you need to apply to the UK Kennel Club for an ATC Number and use this number when entering UK Shows.

Breed
Put down the full name of your breed of dog                       

 i.e. Golden Retriever

Sex
D = Dog   B= Bitch

Full Date of Birth
Date/month/year ie 23/10/12

On your KC Registration document.

Breeder
Put only the surname of the breeder i.e. “GAYLER”                 

or if you bred the dog “Br. Exh.”                                       

           (Br.Exh. = Breeder Exhibitor = You!)

Sire
The full Kennel Club name of the father of your dog             

(On your KC Registration document.)

Dam
The full Kennel Club name of the mother of your dog.          

(On your KC Registration document).

To be entered in classes
In each Show schedule you will find that every class is given a number.   Once you have worked out which classes you wish to enter, put these numbers in this column.

It really is that simple and you will soon know it off by heart.   

At home I keep a separate list of all my dogs and relevant details to save me looking them up every time I enter a show.
HOW TO WORK OUT WHAT YOU OWE

At the top  of the form is a short column of descriptions and depending on what classes you enter, on whether or not you are a member of the Club (Did you pay a membership fee?) do you want to order a catalogue? (yes you do), you can add up what you owe in entry fees.  

So, if you enter your dog in say, Class No 10, Class No 11, and Class No 22 – you have one “First entry” and two “Subsequent entries”.  

You then order a catalogue and, in a moment of generosity, you pay a £3 donation towards the “rosette fund”! (or not…)  …. Work out the total and write a cheque.  

Remember to read, sign and date the declaration at the foot of the page and to give your full name, address, phone and email and tick the box if you do not want these to appear in the catalogue.  

If you are taking another dog with you, but not entering it in any classes then that dog is considered to be NFC (Not for Competition) but you may have to pay a small sum to take it into the showground.   Most shows will not accept dogs which are not entered – so you enter your unentered dog in  NFC.  

At Championship shows there may be a crèche (tent) for unentered dogs.  You may have to pay a small fee but your dog will be supervised during your time on the showground.  Add any NFC dogs to your entry fee.  If you neglect to send the correct amount you may have your entry returned – so do your sums properly.

WHAT THE JUDGE THOUGHT OF YOUR DOG

If the judge liked your dog enough to give him a 1st you will find the critique (explanation of his reasons for his placings) printed several weeks, or maybe several months, later in either Dog World, Our Dogs, or both.  At Championship shows it is normal for both 1st and 2nd to have a critique printed.  There are also various websites which print results and critiques and you need to be a bit of a Sherlock to track them down.  For my breed, Golden Retrievers, there is a Yahoo website ”Golden Results” which fairly swiftly publish both Open and Championship show results and critiques for members to read.  Most Golden Retriever exhibitors in the UK will be able to introduce you to one of the moderators of this group.  Many other breeds may have the same service and you will need to ask your peers to point you in the right direction.   Fosse Data and Higham Press also publish results for the shows for which they offered on-line entry.   
THINGS YOU MAY NEED TO BUY

As with any hobby there is a huge variety of things to buy, some essential, some not so.  There are countless stalls at both championship and open shows at which you can buy just about anything.  You will soon learn what is popular and what is not.   To keep it to the minimum I list below the essential…

Lead:  before you buy go and watch a dog show and see what other exhibitors in your breed are using.  Then make your choice.  On-line you could try http://www.theshowdogcompany.com/  or  http://www.luxwaycanine.co.uk/  
You will need a “benching chain”.  This is a short chain with a trigger clasp at either end and two rings in its length.  It enables you to secure your dog on the bench.  Both the above companies can supply you.  At a summer show you may like to put a tether in the ground.  Turner Richards do one called a Sitfas Tether which is easy to knock into any ground no matter how hard or stony  – remember to buy a rubber hammer as well!   http://www.turnerrichards.co.uk/  
You will need a ring clip (better buy several) it’s amazing how they get lost.  Either from your breed club, your ring craft or a stall at the show.

As most of us offer our dogs a treat in order to keep his attention or reward him for his efforts, a bum bag becomes an essential piece of equipment, saves having pockets full of doggy treats and helps keep jackets or coats clean.  Often available on the trade stands at shows or any good luggage shop in the High Street.

Scissors and Grooming equipment is a must and is a very personal choice.  I buy all my scissors from Diamond Edge in Brighton. http://www.diamondedgeltd.com/acatalog/index.html   A quick phone call and they can advise you the best to buy for your needs, they run a sharpening service and you can buy on-line once you know what you want.  They also attend most Championship shows.  Obviously there are other companies as well.
“Groomers” offer a huge selection of top quality shampoos and drying equipment including blasters.  Again seek advice from your fellow exhibitor before you buy.  http://www.groomers-online.com/section.php/12/1/blasters---dryers  
There are times when leaving the dogs in the car is not an option, perhaps while you run in with your show equipment, or while you drag it all back to the car at the end of the day.  In the summer this can be an issue and having a proper cage or tail gate guard is a must.  Several companies advertise in the Dog press and of course on-line.  My own dogs are contained behind a Barjo tailgate guard to keep them safe but well ventilated.   http://www.barjo.co.uk/  http://www.mmgguards.co.uk/ offer a similar service while http://www.dogcages.uk.com/ offer bespoke car cages as do http://www.lintran.co.uk/ 
Safety on benches has become an issue for some, and exhibitors are allowed to use a crate on the bench provided it is securely fixed down and displays the exhibitors name, address and ring number.  There are two types of crate, the open wire ones and the “soft” ones.  Most exhibitors with larger breeds prefer the soft ones as they are lighter to carry.   Before you buy check the minimum recommended bench size for your breed and don’t get one too big otherwise it will not fit.   At Breed club shows and Open shows an area is usually given over now to cages and provided you stay within the confines you are allowed to cage your dog on the floor.  In these instances obviously size is not so critical.  http://www.croftonline.co.uk/ offer a good range of cages as do http://www.petplanet.co.uk/    and http://www.doggiesolutions.co.uk/ 
Last but not least a good sized bag, or trolley, into which you can pile all your stuff, grooming kit, towels, water bottles, etc.  http://www.shoppingtrolleysdirect.co.uk/ offer a couple of fairly bright trolleys which have seats as well.   
DATABASES

Doubtless there are many – for Golden Retrievers  http://www.standfastdata.co.uk/ gives a complete overview of every Golden Retriever ever registered with the Kennel Club – back to the year dot – together with basic details of hip/elbow/eye status, wins and placings at Championship shows together with names of owner, breeder, parents and grandparents of each and every dog.  Free to join it has many amazing properties including trial matings….
Along the same lines is http://k9data.com/  – again free to join. 
Covering every breed there is the comprehensive Mate Select from the Kennel Club which gives up to date information regarding the health status of every named dog.   http://www.the-kennel-club.org.uk/services/public/mateselect/Default.aspx
AWARDS AND ASSESSMENTS

Awards are based on wins – Assessments are just that – based on the assessment of one or more judges.  Awards can carry initials which you are entitled to put before or after the name of your dog.  For assessments this is not permitted.

JUNIOR WARRANT AWARD (JW)

A Junior Warrant is awarded to a dog who has gained wins at championship and open shows.    There is a time limit on this Award of 1 year – from 6 to 18 months.   A full explanation can be found on the Junior Warrant form download on the Kennel Club website.  IF you decide to try for a Junior Warrant then you need not only to make a note of the number of dogs entered in any class which you win, but also a note of the number of dogs absent.  Starting a  “Showing Record” for your puppy will help you calculate this as well as act as a reminder of the classes you have won, important if you are entering maiden and novice, and save you from entering classes for which you are over qualified.  Once achieved you may put the initials JW after your dogs name.
SHOW CERTIFICATE OF MERIT AWARD (ShCM)
A Show Certificate of Merit is gained through breed, group and Best in Show/Reserve Best in Show wins at general and group Open shows only.  25 points are needed and must include 5 points at Group level. Although puppies may compete for this award, puppy group wins do not count.  The points system is clearly explained on a downloadable form from the Kennel Club website. There is no time limit on gaining the points.   Once achieved you may put ShCM after your dogs name.
STUD BOOK NUMBER

A Stud Book Number is awarded if you win a Junior Warrant, a Challenge Certificate or a Reserve Challenge Certificate, or win or are placed in Limit and Open at Championship shows.  Depending on the “banding” of your breed, placings in Limit and/or Open may also carry a Stud Book Number.  This Number entitles you to entry to Crufts for the lifetime of the dog, but there are no initials after a dog’s name.  There is, however, a Stud Book produced by the Kennel Club and your dogs’ name and details will be entered in that for the appropriate year.  There is a full list of Stud Book Bands on the Kennel Club’s website at   http://www.thekennelclub.org.uk/item/2852   Golden Retriever are Band E and so 1st/2nd/3rd in Limit or Open will be awarded a Stud Book Number.
CHALLENGE CERTIFICATES

Challenge and Reserve Challenge Certificates are only offered at Championship shows.  Three Challenge Certificates (CC) under three different judges will make your dog a champion, or in the case of all Gundogs and Border Collies, a show champion.  Both CC’s and RCC’s entitle the dog to a Stud Book Number unless already awarded.  To make Gundogs and Border Collies into full champions these dogs have to undertake an assessment to prove, that with the necessary training, they can do the job for which they are bred.

SHOW GUNDOG WORKING CERTIFICATE (SGWC)

This assessment is open to any gundog which has been awarded a Crufts qualifying place at a championship show or has a Challenge Certificate.  The SGWC takes place on a normal shoot day on live game and the dog is expected to behave in a controlled manner although absolute steadiness is not required. Applicants can also take this test at a Field Trial although the judging may be more exacting.  Dogs with this award may enter the Special Working class for its breed at Crufts without the need to qualify in the normal manner.   The criteria for this test are clearly set out on the Kennel Club website.   
WORKING GUNDOG CERTIFICATE (WGC)

This assessment can either take place on a normal shoot day on live game, or in a controlled environment on canvas gundog dummies.   A bond between dog and owner and steadiness are a major requirement.  As above, a dog may enter the Working Class for its breed at Crufts without the need to qualify further. Again the criteria for these tests are on the Kennel Club website.

SHOW BORDER COLLIE HERDING TEST

The criteria for this test are clearly set out on the Kennel Club website.

Border Collies which achieve Show Champion status in the breed ring need to succeed in the Herding Test before being made up to full Champions.

However any registered Border Collie may take the Herding Test and those that pass will now be entitled to use the letters “SBCHT” at the end of their name.
KENNEL CLUB GOOD CITIZENS TESTS

There are three tests, Bronze, Silver and Gold – with varying degree of difficulty.  Absolute obedience is required.  These tests can usually be taken at your local obedience classes and some Championship show societies offer the chance for you to take the Bronze test.  There are now separate classes scheduled for dogs that have passed these tests and you may enter these classes without also entering your relevant breed class should you so wish.  You may not put any initials after the dog’s name.

KNOWING WHAT THE INITIALS MEAN

There is a raft of abbreviations when it comes to the dog showing world… here are some of them.

AVNSC

Any Variety Not Separately Classified 

AV


Any Variety

ATC


Authority to Compete

BOB


Best of Breed

BPIB - BPIS

Best Puppy In Breed – Best Puppy In Show
BOS - BOSIS

Best Opposite Sex – Best Opposite Sex in Show
BV - BVIS

Best Veteran – Best Veteran In Show
BIS


Best In Show

RBIS


Reserve Best In Show

Grp 1


Group 1

P Grp 1

Puppy Group 1

Br Exh


Breeder Exhibitor

Ch


Champion

Sh Ch


Show Champion

CC


Challenge Certificate

RCC


Reserve Challenge Certificate

DOB


Date of Birth

JW


Junior Warrant

FT


Field Trial

KCGC


Kennel Club Good Citizens

KC


Kennel Club

SGWC


Show Gundog Working Certificate

WGC


Working Gundog Certificate

ShCM


Show Certificate of Merit

SBN


Stud Book Number

NFC


Not For Competition
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